
c/o Coon Rapids Police Department 
11155 Robinson Dr NW 
Coon Rapids MN 55433 

Report  Stolen or Recovered Vehicles by 

calling 9-1-1 0r 

763-427-1212 

The Key to 
Preventing Vehicle 
Theft is in your 
hands. 

 
FOR TRANSPORTATION 
 
Thieves will use your vehicle to get where 
they want to go and later abandon the  
vehicle. 
 
Sometimes they may take just the license 
plates, place them on another car and  
commit a crime. 
 
TO COMMIT OTHER CRIMES 
 
Vehicles are stolen and used in other 
crimes such as robberies, burglaries, thefts 
and retail crimes 
 
TO SELL THE VEHICLE FOR PARTS 
  
Often thieves will take your car out of the 
state or county. Identification numbers may 
be altered or removed, vehicle titles forged 
or cloned. “Hot” items  
include:  
 Tires 
 Rims 
 Catalytic converters 
 Air bags 
 Engine parts 
 
 

Why Vehicles are Stolen 

A N O K A  C O U N T Y  A U T O  T H E F T  
T A S K  F O R C E  

Lock your car; Take your keys 
and Remove your valuables 

ANOKA COUNTY AUTO 
THEFT TASK FORCE 



Is your vehicle a 
potential target? 
To make your ve-
hicle a tougher 
target, use a 

“Layered Approach”. 

COMMON SENSE 

The Common Sense approach is the 
simplest and most cost effective way 
to prevent your vehicle from being 
stolen. Here are the basics: 

 Lock your car 

 Take your keys 

 Remove your valuables 

 Never leave anything out in plain 
sight 

 Close all windows 

 Don’t hide spare keys in your    
vehicle 

 If you have a garage, use it 

 Lock your car, even when in the  

     garage 

Preventing Vehicle Theft is easier than you think 

LAYER 2—VISIBLE & AUDIBLE 
DETERRENTS 
 

There are many devices designed to 
alert thieves that your car is protected, 
such as: 

 Audible alarms 

 Steering wheel locks 

 Steering column locks 

 Tire locks 

 Theft deterrent decal 

 Never leave the keys in the vehicle 

 Maintain control of your keys at all 
times (staffed parking lots) 

LAYER 3—TRACKING SYSTEMS 

 

These high tech devices are designed 
to be hidden in your vehicle and, 
when activated, will emit a signal that 
may enable law enforcement to 
monitor and track your vehicle.  An 
example of types of tracking are 
General Motors “OnStar”, Low Jack 
–an independent company  and  

others. 

Record The Following: 

 Year, make, model and color(s) 

 License number 

 VIN (Vehicle Identification    
Number) 

 Any recent dents, scratches or 
other damage 

 Any custom alterations or paint 
job 
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